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By KAYE LOWE

Dr Kaye Lowe, a respected PETAA author and presenter, has 
written a book for today’s teachers who teach our writers of the 
future. ‘Writing, in particular, is a way of externalising thought and 
for that reason will continue to be important’ writes Lowe in her 
comprehensive introduction. ‘Today … we write more than we have 
ever done before in history’.

Writing the future presents the challenges for teachers: writing has 
changed, curriculum is changing, students are changing and the 
audience for writing is changing. Within this context of continuous 
change, writing is celebrated as a process that is, and has always 
been, a vehicle for developing the skills that connect us.

Writing the FUTURE >>

PART 1  Writing and the 21st century

PART 2  Writers develop creative skills ...  
 as they innovate and make meaning

PART 3  Writers develop critical thinking skills ...  
 as they problem solve

PART 4 Writers develop communication skills ...  
 and a writer’s voice

PART 5 Writers develop social skills ...  
 in a writing community

PART 6 Writers develop personal skills ...  
 as they come to know themselves through writing

 Writing the future

The Primary English Teaching Association Australia (PETAA), founded in 1972, is a national professional association supporting primary school educators in the teaching and 
learning of English and literacies across the curriculum. For information on how to join and to view professional learning resources, visit the PETAA website.

Investigating Model Texts for
Learning
Sally Humphrey and Emma Vale
It was once thought that providing a model text for students 
was almost akin to ‘cheating’ — giving them ‘the answer’. If that’s 
the case, I cheat regularly. Whenever I’m confronted with a genre
I’ve not encountered before, I go looking for a model. Assuming 
that students can somehow intuit what is expected in response
to a task leaves many learners vulnerable and mysti�ed.

                                        From the Foreword by Beverly Derewianka
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PART 1 Introduction
Chapter 1 A functional view of language
Chapter 2 The view from the whole text

PART 2 Language patterns of model texts
in curriculum areas
Chapter 3 English 
Chapter 4 Science 
Chapter 5 History and Social Science 
Chapter 6 Health and Physical Education 

 
Investigating Model Texts for Learning is a comprehensive 
and highly practical resource, packed with model texts 
from across four curriculum areas, from Foundation to 
Year 7.

Texts have been compiled from student and teacher 
writing, as well as published sources. Introductory 
chapters take a fresh look at genre analysis, providing advice 
to help teachers unpack the stages and phases of persuasive, 
informative and imaginative texts. Subsequent chapters 
provide detailed analysis of model texts to guide teachers 
on structures and features that are important for modelling 
writing in the curriculum areas.

Investigating Model Texts for Learning builds on a wealth 
of existing PETAA resources — including the award-winning 
Teaching with Intent series and Exploring How Texts Work 
— and is set to become another essential reference.


